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jAn immense flight of migrants must have arrived 
last night for the country was swarming with them this fore¬ 
noon. They were nowhere in flocks hut, on the contrary, 
evenly distributed everywhere throughout the woods and 
thickets, at least between Ball's Hill and the Barrett ple.ce. 
There was no raw wind to drive them into sheltered places 
and the foliage is now so advanced that shade and food can 
be had in the thinnest thickets. At Ball's Hill there were 
not nearly so many birds as on yesterday morning. I was 
awake at daybreak and heard but little singing and that of 
the common birds only. 

My walk to the Barrett place immediately after 
breakfast was filled with interest, however, and at times 
with positive excitement. I took the path through the 
blueberry sv/amp to Davis's Hill, thence through Prescott's 
pine woods, past the Barrett spring and through the apple 
orchard to the house, which I reached at about 9 A. M. 

Half an hour la.ter I statted back by a different route — 
through the Barrett run, the oak woods on the road, the road 
itself to Bensen's, and down through the fields to the 
river landing and thence along the river path to the cabin. 

During this walk I saw or heard three Lincoln's 
Finches, a Black and Yellow Warbler, a Canadian Warbler 
(Davis's Hill), three Golden-winged Warblers, four 
Blackburnian Warblers (two on Davis's Sill, one in Prescott's 
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Ball's Hill 


to the 

Barrett farm 


and back. 


Scarcity of 
Solitary 
Vireos and 
Grass Finches 



Pines, one in the Barrett woods, all singing), six Nashville 
Warblers, three Parula. Warblers, one Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
one Wilson's Black-cap, one Olive-backed Thrush, a Wood 
Thrust(singing superbly in Barrett run), a Great Crested 
Flycatcher (in the Barrett orchard), an immature Bald Eagle 
(started from a pine on Davis's Hill), four or five White- 
throated Sparrows and great numbers of Chestnut-sided Warblers, 
Oven-birds, Black andWhite Creepers and other common birds. 

A Thrasher was singing opposite the cabin and another in 
the Barrett Run. I heard six Cat-birds, four or five Orioles, 
two Bobolinks, two Field Sparrows, and three Least Fly¬ 
catchers (two males in the Barrett orchard, one at Bensen's). 

A Towhee was singing at the head of the Barrett Run, a pair 

were scratching in a thicket lower down the Run, and I saw 
single 

a/female near Boll's Hill. Oven-birds were very numerous. 

I heard three Yellow-throated Vireos, two Red-eyes, two 
Tanagers, one Grosbeak, three Song Sparrows, and several 
Maryland Yell cw-throats. I have met with no Solitary 
Vireos since May 8th and fear that none will breed on my 
land this season. The only Grass Finches I know of in 
the whole Ball's Hill region is one that has sung up to 
within a few days in Lawrence's field within hearing of the 
Barrett house. Yesterday I saw my first Savanna Sparrows — 
three birds together in Parkins' orchard West Bedford. 

The woods were silent this afternoon. I paddled up 
river to Dakin's Hill,sdeing three Greater Yellow-eyes, 


four Solitary Sandpipers and the usual number of Red-wingaj, 
















Song and 
■^^avlor of 
Lincoln 1 s 

Finch 


One of the Lincoln’s Finches spent the entire day 
near the cabin. At about 8 A. M. it sang six or eight times 
in a dense thicket, I recognized the song at once, al¬ 
though I had not then seen the bird. It began with five 
or six disconnected, stuttering notes and ended in a low, 
rich, rippling trill almost exactly like a House Wren’s. 
Although not loud, the song at once attracted my attention 
amid the general din of bird voices that came from every 
side. Gilbert went into the thicket and tried to drive the 
bird out but I got only a glimpse at it. Later, when 
I returned from my walk, I found it directly in front of 
the cabin. It acted very like a Wren, dodging in behind 
the stem of a birch when I moved and coming out or peeping 
around the trunk at me when I stood still. I watched it 
for ten minutes or more at a distance of only about 12 
feet, 'When I squeaked, it became excited and raised its 
crest and flirted its tail. We saw it several times after¬ 
wards in the same place. 

I found the second bird by the roadside in the 
hollow just above Bensen’s. It was exceedingly shy, flying 
on ahead of me, crossing the road twice, once alighting on 
a stone wall where I got a good view of it, finally dis¬ 
appearing in a thicket. 

The third bird was feeding with or very near a 
White-throated Sparrow on the ground among some bushes on 
the bank above the swamp near the wood-shed (Blakeman woods). 
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Warbler 


Black and 
Yellow 
Warbler 


Gat-bird 

singing in 
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Something within the thicket startled both birds almost 
as soon as I discovered them. The Lincoln’s Sparrow flew 
directly towards me and alighted in a birch scarce ten 
yards off, where it sat very still for awhile and then 
began preening its feathers. When I moved at lenght 
it dashed off as if greatly alarmed and plunged into the 
dense foliage of an isolated pine in Bensen’s pasture. 

I left it there. 

I heard Golden-winged Warblers singing in four 

one 

places on the Barrett farm, ever by the spring, another 
the sprout-grown opening, a third near the head of the 
Run, a fourth in the hollow near Bensen* s, where I saw 
the bird at first flitting about among some bushes, at 
length on the ground hopping about among the dry leaves. 

It was very probably the same individual that I had 
heard earlier in the morning at the spring, for the 
two localities are not far apart,but I am very sure that 
I am safe in counting three different birds in all. 

The Black and Yellow Warbler was in the black 
oak in the middle of the large opening behind Ball’s Hill, 
flitting about in the full sunlight among the unfolding 
leaves, jetting and flirting up its tail and half opening 
its wings. It seemed fairly delirious with excitement 
or pleasure. I have rarely seen so handsome a male. The 
black stripes on the sides were very broad and clear. 

Hearing a Cat-bird singing this morning in a 
thicket very near me, I was surprised that I could not 
see it for the foliage was merely a thin veil through 












Peculiar 
behavior of 
Flicker 



which the eye penetrated easily in every direction. At 
length I discovered the bird crouched in a last year's 
nest where it kept moving around very slowly, singing 
steadily a,nd loudly all the while. I did not see its mate.^, 
Found a Flicker at work excavating a hole in an 
apple-tree in Bensen’s orchard. I was passing the tree 
within six feet when I heard a low tapping, accompanied 
by a continuous muffled whining sound. Turning, I at once 
saw the bird's tail projecting from the hole, which was not 
over 5 feet above the ground. For a minute or more the 
pecking and whining continued uninterruptedly, the tail 
wriggling violently the while. Evidently the bird had 
Ckuvt.UjL' in the hole to just that point where she had less 
room to work than she had had before or would have after¬ 
wards. In other words, she had just about reached the 
point where the entrance hole must begin to be expanded 
into a chamber and to turn downward. It seemed to me that 
the whining sound expressed rage or impatience. Perhaps 
it is the Flicker's form of swearing! Unfortunately the 
bird heard me as I was trying to start off a little way 
to get behind the next apple-tree and flew off in alarm. 

I waited for some time but she would not return. I had 
to move away for had I stayed she would certainly have 
come out of the hole with a mouthful of chips,in the 
course of a minute or two, and discovered me. The male 
Flicker was shouting about 200 yards off. 









Partridge 


As I was crossing the opening beyond the swamp, 

I saw a hen Partridge perched on a little mound under 
a pine,in a crouching position. The ground over a space 
of several yards around the mound was as smooth and 
open as a well-swept floor, I was less than twenty-five 
feet away and the bird must have seen me as I approached. 
She did not move until I stopped and put the glass on 
her when she began walking slowly off,making the Squirrel¬ 
like chickering sound and when she got behind a tree, she 
flew. I saw a Cock Partridge a few days ago do nearly 
the same thing but he was standing rather erect and as 
still as a statue in an opening. In both instances the 
bird was only a few yards from dense bushes. 
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Birds swarming A g^eat "bird day". A small migratory flight must 

at Bail’s have arrived last night for there was a marked increase in 
the numbers of Black-polls and Water Thrushes and I heard 
the first Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, but the unusual 
abundance of small birds on and about Ball’s Hill was chiefly 
due, no doubt, to the lowering, easterly weather which 
always, at this season, causes them to congregate here. 

More than 100 Chimney Swifts were circling all day about the 
oaks on the crest of the Hill and the meadows were alive 
with low-skimming Swallows of all five species. The trees 
along the south slope of the Hill and the thickets bor¬ 
dering the river were simply swarming with birds — Red¬ 
starts, Maryland Yellow-throats, Black-polls, Water 
Thrushes, 2 Canadian Warblers, a Wilson's Black-cap, 2 
Lincoln’s Finches, 2 White-throated Sparrows, Cat-birds, etc., 
etc. I spent the forenoon watching these birds. In the 
afternoon I paddled down to 3irch Island. As I passed 
Davis’s Hill I heard a Blackburnian, a Wilson’s Black-cap, 
and three Least Flycatchers and saw several Water Thrushes. 
Almost nothing at Birch Island or in the neighboring 
Mason woods. 

Evening Walking around the east end of Ball’s Hill last 

walk around evening I heard a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher in the blueberry 


Ball’s Hill 


swamp, a Wilson’s Snipe drumming (twice) over Holden’s Meadow, 


Snipe drums „ . „ ,., . . . 

---- two solitary Sandpipers calling high overhead. A 
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Wilson* s 

Tj^u she s 

begin singing 
17 days after 
the f ir st 
arrival and 
9 day s after 
they had 
arrived in 
force 


Whippoorwill was singing in the distance, apparently on 
Davis's Hill, and two Nighthawks passed rather low down, 
hawking for insects. The air was deliciously soft and very 
still. The absence of mosquitos is remarkable. There are 
almost none now although two weeks ago they were very 
numerous. The small black flies have also disappeared. 

Wilson’s Thrushes began singing to-day. I heard 
the first at 9 A. M. on the side of Ball's Hill. Gilbert 
heard another near the cabin about the middle of the after¬ 
noon. At evening there was general and protracted singing 
all around the Hill and in the blueberry swamp behind it, 
at least five or six birds taking part. All of them 
seemed to be in excellent form. Why is it that this species 
remains silent so long after its arrival? I saw the first 
this season on May 2, and by the 10th they were abundant. 
Living, as I do now, in the very midst of their favorite 
haunts, I should have known it had there been any singing 
before to-day. They have called a little at morning and 
evening and uttered the bleating notes but not once have 
I heard the song before this morning. Seventeen days 
is a longer period of silence than usual, however. 

A Partridge drummed all day long on the stone wall 
at the north-east end of Ball’s Hill. Gilbert heard one 
on the 17th in the Blakeman woods but I have not heard any 
drumming before since April 28th. 
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ickadees 
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call note 


Two ragged, soiled, bedraggled Chickadees visited 
the suet at the cabin to-day and helped themselves freely. 
The only sound they made was the low, querulous shee-de . 
she- de. or she-dee- de peculiar to this season. Is this 
a love note? Chickadees are very scarce this spring. 
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in full song 

Birds 
swarm at 
Ball *s Hill 


Lincoln* s 

Finch 


Gray-cheeked Thrust, a very large bird, in nearly 
full song at 8 A. M., near the cabin. Song indistinguish¬ 
able from that of Bicknell's Thrush, so far as I could 
perceive. 

Birds literally swarming under the lee of Ball’s 
Hill all day, hundreds of Swallows and Swifts coursing 
back and forth close to the water or just over the tops of 
the trees; Thrushes, Warblers, Vireos, Flycatchers and 
Sparrows flitting among the thickets by the river or in 
the tops of the blossoming oaks on the hill-side. Most if 
not all of these birds were evidently the same individuals 
seen yesterday and some of them have been here since the 
first of the week, weather-bound. The Gray-cheeked 
Thrush may have been an arrival but I suspect that I caught 
a glimpse of it yesterday. The Canadian Warblers, Nelson’s 
Black-caps, Water Thrushes, White-throated Sparrows and 
Black-poll Warblers were in the same numbers and same 
places as yesterday. The Lincoln’s Finch at the cabin 
came to feed on the millet seed many times during the day 
and when not feeding was usually singing, I watched him 
a long time both yesterday and to-day and jotted down 
a number of notes which I shall write out in full after he 
has left us. I could not find the other bird which I saw 
yesterday near the farm. 
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There was one new comer, however, viz: a Great- 
crested Flycatcher, the first I have ever seen at Ball’s 
Hill. It was flitting about in the tops of some young 
oaks near the river path about 100 yards west of the cabin 
and was silent and unusually tame and sluggish. 

Visited Davis’s Hill twice during the day and found 
a great many birds there: Water Thrushes, Canadian Warblers, 
Wilson’s Black-caps, Peabody birds, Cat-birds, Wilson’s 
Thrushes and a. female Towhee in the thickets by the river; 
in the large trees on the crest of the ridge two Yellow- 
throated Vireos (males, singing), two Least Flycatchers, 
a, Blackburnian Warbler, a Pine Warbler, a Black-throated 
Green, a Humming-bird and a Cedar Bird. 

In Prescott’s Pines I heard another Blackburnian 
but almost nothing else save the omnipresent Oven-birds, 
Chestnut-sided Warblers, Redstarts , etc. 

Saw two pairs of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks this 
morning, one near the cabin, the other on the river slope 
of the Blakeman woods. Both females were collecting buildirg 
material and I saw the Blakeman Hill bird go to the nest 
which was in the top of a tall on the hillside 

about 40 yards from the river. The males followed their 
mates closely but received no assistance whatever. Neither 
sang, but both kept up a low, tender call ( woi- e, woi- e 
or woi- e-e.) which was also occasionally given by the females. 
The female at the cabin was collecting dry grass at the river 
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Rallus 

elegans 


bank. Her mate finally left her still at work and flying 
off to the east end of the Hill began singing almost 
out of hearing. Earlier in the morning (the nest-building 
was at 8 A. M.) I saw the pair at the cabin, probing the 
blossoms of a black oak with their big bills, flitting 
from branch to branch and keeping up the woi-e call. 

As I was paddling back to the cabin this evening, 

I heard a Big Grunter in the marsh opposite Davis’s Hill. 
It had a tremendous voice. It called only once — the 
grunting call, not the quacking. I do not remember 
hearing it here before. 
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)Jforth-bound migrants apparently all gone. Found 

North-bound 

a nest of Wilson's Thrush containing four eggs. It was 

migrants 

among dry leaves in the side of a bank on the edge of 

the path to Davis's Hill. The Oven-bird's nest found 

apparently 


all gone 

on the 22nd held five eggs to-day (they were destroyed 
before hatching by some predatory bird or animal)"!^ 

I paddled up to Concord and sailed back in the 

Fireflies 

evening. Fireflies were out by hundreds, an early date 

for them to appear numerously,if I am not mistaken. 

Miss Marion Keyes and Miss Barrett saw a 

Turtle 

Painted Tortoise,which had just finished laying, scoop 

sets out 

a quantity of dirt into the hole and then set out three 

sorrel 

sorrel plants directly over the eggs, working exclusively 

and 

plants over 

with her hind feet,/not once looking back. This happened 

her nest. 

about 3 P. M. in the opening between Ball's Hill and 

Davis's Hill. I visited the spot later. All the sorrel 

lived, grew and blossomed despite the severe drought. 
















Notes on Lincoln 1 8 Finch . 

k 

I have seen at leapt, si* different Lincoln*a finches 
here this month, three on the 13th, to or; the 15th and 
19th and one dally it> the --amtpplace, directly in front 
of the cabin from the 15th to the 3£n& Inclusive. Cl©, 

an exceedingly shy bird, was by the roadside In the bushy 

* 

hollow Just above r 'ensen*s where It sleuthed along the buck 
side of stone trail and finally disappeared In r. thicket. 

Another was on the ground asiono; birches on the 
edge-of the Blskeman woods In company with a fhite-throatsd 
Sparrow, ’omsthl-ir within the wood-©doe alarmed the two. 

The Lincoln *3 FI ich flew directly towards me and alighted 
in a smal\ birch where it sat for some time, preening its 
fsothers within tea yards of me. 'hen I finally moved 
towards it, it flew into the top of • dense pine that 
stands alone l x the pasture near the road*thr ugh .ic-isen*© y: 

field. 

Both these birds were client, but •. third, which 
I found earlier the same morning in the sw&apy thicket 
east of the cabin and • which spent 'the entire dty. there, 
el.:. , six or eight tines a*, abort 0 A, riving the Rous© 

'..Ten form of song each time. It'is possible that this 
Ird was the sane which established Itself directly in 
front of the dabin on the 18th and re alaed there until 
the forenoon of the 22nd, but if so X f iled to detect its 
on the 14th, si%h® u I looked for it carefully. 
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On the 15th I found what was certainly a different 
bird In thr belt of bushes «l 3 . the waterfront at the 
west•m end of '^11*© Hill, it wae silent and cooperatively 
to.ae, but an adroit a&ulter, keeping const ntly behind the 
stems of the btiohee and run:: lag nimbly from one cover to 
the next ar I advanced. On the 19th I goto brief but 

satisfactory glimpse of still another bird in a thicket of 

• A 

low bushes behind ball's Rill, 

——si » \ 

From five of these birds I learned practically 

nothing that was new to my experience, but the sixth gave 

;;ie some rare opportunities for studying its interesting 

notes and habits. It appeared, as I have already said, 

on the 15th and remained until the forenoon of the 23:id, 

spending its nhole time within or on the n't skirts of the 

\ 

thicket of bushes between the smaller cabin and the c :noe 
landing. In a bed of ferns on the edge of this thicket, 
directly In front of the small cabin and sue fifteen feet 
from the poor, we kept a quantity of millet seed scattered 
about over th- ground. This w s visited by the Fi oh at 
frequent intervals and, nodubt, constituted hie chief 
food supply during his stay. It nay have had•something to 
do with the of his stay, also, but the weather wae 

very cool during this period and a number of other birds 
stayed in th® some thicket for nearly the same length of 


tine. 
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The Lincoln* a Finch w s very shy at first and at 

all times exceedingly alert and suspicious'but he showed 

wise 

a nice and, on the whole,/(li ooriralnation in his judgment of 
different sights and sounds. K keen, intelligent little 
traveller, evidently, quite alive to the fact that dangers 
threatened at all times, but too cool-headed and experienced 
to be subject to the needless and foolish panics which - s 
&t.lze upon so many of he smaller birds. He soon learned 
to disregard the movements and noises which we made within 
the cabin and the grains thundering by on the other side of 
the river did not disturb hi® in the least but If our door 
was suddenly thrown open or if a footstep was heard approach¬ 
ing along the river path he at ones retreated Into the 
thicket behind the fern®, dodging fro® bush to bush and 

9 

keeping behind anything that would serve as a screen until, 
all was quiet again, when he would presently reappe.br at the 
edge of the cover and,after a short recon aiss&nce,begin 
feeding again. 

Hut however busily engaged at the seed, no sight 
or sound escaped him. If a Chipmunk rustled the dry leaves 
on the neighboring hillside, he would stand erect and crane 
up his neck, tur .1 .g his head slowly from side to side to 
w tch or listen, When a wift, of which there were many 
flyi >g ab »ut, parsed close overhead with a sound of rushing 
wings, the parroy old crouch close to the ground and 
remain motionless for a minute or ■ore. But when nothing 
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occurred to excite his suspicions, he would feed busily 
and unconcernedly for minutes at a time. one of the seed 
had sifted down among the dry leaves and for this he 
scratched precisely in the manner of a Fox Sparrow*, malting 
first a forward hop of about two Inches and then a vigorous 
okward juR£> and hick which scattered behind him all. the 
leaves that his feet had clutched. In this maneer he would 
quickly cle-r a considerable space and then devote himself 
to the uncovered seeds, which he would nick up one by one 
and roll i His bill after the manner of ost ''narrows. 

He was invariably silent /hen at the seed bed but 
within the recesses of his favorite thicket he sang freely 
at all .ours, eqgfeol&lly in the morning or early forenoon 
or when the sun had just emerged from a cl ud. He never 
sang from the top of a bush like a Song sparrow but usually 
from some perch only a yard or so above the ground in the 
depths of the covert and not infrequently on the- ground 
itself as he rambled from place to place hopping slowly 
over the dry leaves. His voice was r&tih and sweet at 
times but it had little Carrying power and was not dis¬ 
tinctly audible at a prater distance than forty or fifty 
yards. 

Of its form it is impossible to treat briefly 

or in 'general terms for the bird had ffiffMI, whioil 

were not only different but very dissimilar. ’lost birds 
who possess a rich and varied repertoire give their 


n 









different gongs or notes in rapid succession or frequent 

alternation but v;ith this Li :coln* b finch the changes 
were i variably made only after e period of lie ice and 
tae thcae elected on each occasion W&& repe-. ted with little 
nr no v riation dosens of times la succession, while 
sometimes it served the bird for a whole pr dry, goat of 
tue sohgs were fixed and uniform a all times; others 
varied, as I have just implied, but only within definite 
limits* All resembled* and two r three appeared to 
exactly reproduce, the nonon of other speciec of birds. 
Indeed not one c aid be safely regarded as original either 
in for- or tone. VJhat other Sorth \meric n bird lingo in 
sai 3 way, forrowing his so igs from half i dozen other 
birds, not intermingling or combining then ..ith notes of 
his 'im, but selecting one for one hour or occasion, another 
for a; other? 

Tne different songs with their variations which 
tnig Lincoln* s sparrow used nay be described &« follows I 

1 * simple, level, woodeny trill usually indis¬ 
tinguishable from the summer song of the Juncos, 
but at times with a resonant, lyrical quality 
approaching th- t of the Yellow-rum; *3 song; both 
forma siven at short hut ;.isti ct intervals, 

/ 

3, The e me v rills ith the intervals completely 
filled with short, soft, liquid notes,* the 
whole forming a medley spsotly like that uttered 
by the Ju co in curly sorlnp with the Junco 
1&M2. or tup Q.ming in frequently among the short, 
connecting notes. .This song or uld orphans be 
regarded as a variation of 0 . 1 , nt I aid not 
once hear this bird thongs from one to th« other. 
That both songs were lit® 1 copies of those of 
tne Ju co can admit of no doubt. 
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3. A r& >id warble, at tines flot/ln j cwoothly a. id 
evenly arid i 1 general effect exceedingly like 

the song. of the Purple Finch; at others brighter 

and more glancing, the notes rolling o.:e over 
another nd mig esti t the Mby-oro -.ed 

Kinglet; again, tfith a rich, throoty quality 
and In fora on well as tone Very closely like the 
eoug of the House dren; still again guttural 
and aorneohat broken o? stuttering and very si w* ' 
gestisre of the song f the Lpn/£~bllled Porsh 
rmu although th< fir ' L last of those 
songs were very unlike, I have classified them 
under one head because the bird often g ve- then 
all during one singing oeriod and, moreover, 
changed from o e to another b-• insensible 
, gradations, 

4, song in slow, measured bars or cadences, separated 
by brief Intervals, swelling • d slaking, so ie ,'f 
the notes trilled or "shaken*, the whole jiven 
Jfter t : • annex of the songs of ths Hermit 
Thrush and baohnan *3 Finch and almost equally 
spiritual in uallty. 


'Ith such a repertoire —. even th -ugh it be bor¬ 
rowed or stolen — Lincoln’s "loch might readily take rank 
rip tht. first among forth America® singing-birds, were it 
a ;t that hie voice has apparently so little ower that . 
one :ust be very aar him to appreciate its remarkable 
beauty and flexibility. 





CONCORD* 

notes on setophaaa rat lolll.a. lL^Tjcm _ned3t3^L> 

This species has increased grestly in numbers 
during the past ten years in the region about Concord and 
at Pill*s Hill it now breeds abundantly. -e found no 
leas than five nests there this season. T o were begun 
on the morning of May 17th and two on that of the 19th, 
while the fifth was a parently completed on the latter 
date* Two of the five alre hatched and reared their 
young successfully, the other three nests were destroyed 
soon after the eggs were laid. Gilbert took some careful 

i 

notes respecting one of these nests, from which X have 
compiled the followings 

At a 1 ’ ' h '.on 7fr -y 17th i female 'v.dstart 

brought a long, trails nr rut, silky-looking fibre ap- 
pare tly that of a milkweed stalk -- to a gray birch in 
front of the cabin and, placing it at the intersection- 
of rather stout branch with the. main stem, began moving 
it about until its position suited her, when she pressed 
it down firmly by rubbing it with the side of her head 
which she turned slcsrly from side to side. This was 

i 

literally the first bit of nest material that was put in 
the crotch. Many others of an apparently similar kind 
w-re brought during the forenoon and treated in the same 
•way, although the bird had to use her bill rather vig¬ 
orously in tamping some of the more refractory ones into 
pi ce* Che worked busily and steadily until noon^when the 
foundation of the nest was finished. 

jo 





At about 3*30 P. •«. she began the frame by 
attaching one end of a strand of fibrous material to the 
right hand side of the trunk a little above the branch on 
which the foundation was laid and fastening th< other end 

i"V. tl N "V\ O 

to the foundation o the same side, the strand wldeni»*§ •--- ^ 

downward at an angle of about 3(P or 40°. ext, another 
strand wan placed on the left side in the same position 
as t:>e first, the ends of the two overlapping on the trunk. 
Then a third piece w 8 brought and one end rubbed lightly 
against the center of the strand on the right, the oppo~ 
site end being carried a little beyond that of the left 
hand strand. Next a fourth strand was rubbed on the 
trunk a little above the upper end of the left hand guy, 
to the middle of which the opposite end was fastened by 
rubbing the two together. Each piece of fibre was fashioned 
into the general -hape of the nest as soon as it was at¬ 
tached at both ends and more were brought nd carried |rom ^ 
point to point until a complete framework of about the/shape 
of the half of a hen* 8 egg was r,- ■ ■ /l resting on • the 

foundations* This framework was so delicate that it looked 

as if the merest bfaettl g: wind would blow it away. During- 

it-: co net ruction, the bird worked entirely from the outside, 

/ " 

standing on the branch and shaping e ch ieee of fibre 
with her head. 

The next day (*!ay 18th) she began using cocoon 

t 

fibres as well as milkweed bark*. fUsf tfPRiIf she obtained 

jrxoove « 

from a *»ewe near the top of the cabin door in front of 

wh ch she ; uld hover on rapidly vibrating wings until 




the exertion compelled her t p> a!ight f t . moment to rest 
and regain breath, either on the top of the door or its 
hand knob. Ag aoon a® she had filled her bill, she 
would fly to the birch, alight on th branch and dis¬ 
tribute her load around the inside of the nest; then, 
hop i :g into it and squatting down with head and tail 
raised and back deeply hollowed, she would move slowly 
around to th* right and then to the left, making usually 
a half but sometimes a whole turn and, with h r head and 
breast, pressing the materials which she had brought into 
the meshes of the framework until they were completely 
tilled, forking thus, always fm m the. Inside, she modeled 
and remodeled until by the constant application of fresh 
material she had transformed the original skeleton 
framework 1 do a comp ct, firmly-woven rmst* Occasional# 
she would drop directly into the.nest without first 
alighting outside but she did not attempt to peassh on its 
rim until it w a nearly completed. 

After putting in the lining, which co sisted of 
horse hair, dry grass, and shreds of birch, grape-vine 
and mullein bark, she drew in the loose end's which had 
bee •• left projecting or hanging down around the top and 
outside of the nest. These ends were drawn and tucked 
in to bind the lining and were held down by the bird’s 
breast until all ;ithIn her reach were secured. She 




then managed to rub then still more firmly into place by 

craning her head over the rim of the nest and bringing 

* 

her bill, throat and neok to bear on its top and inn ter 
and outer surfaces at one and the same time. 

\fter this nest was finished, it. was frequently 
visited by Black and White Creepers, Yellow rblers and 
Bed-eyed Vireoe, all of whom attempted to appropriate 
some of Its component materials for their own domiciles. 
They sometimes succeeded in getting away with a few'strand* 
despite the vigilance of the Redstart, who defended her. 
castle v?ith the greatest spirit. In the end, she hatched 
and reared her young successfully but we do not know just 
when they left the nest. 


